WELCOME TO  DANDERHALL  NURSERY  CLASS
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0131 271 4585
or 0131 271 4586 (on a Friday afternoon, when the school is closed)
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Miss L Smith 
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Miss T Eldon
CHILD CARE DEVELOPMENT WORKER

Mrs M Lombardo
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SECRETARY





Miss J Burness

OFFICE SUPPORT ASSISTANT


Mrs G Scott


JANITOR





Mr G McLellan


HEALTH VISITOR




Mrs E Wilson
Welcome to Danderhall Nursery Class

Your child will soon be joining our Nursery class.  The children within the nursery take a full part in school life and join in activities, which take place when they are in school, eg a school performance, school photographs.

Our position within the building area makes progress into primary one a painless and natural one.  Children are able to become accustomed to the busy playground, bells etc.

Our aim is to make your child’s introduction to school an enjoyable one.

Vision and Values
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Aims
Curriculum and Courses
To offer a stimulating and varied curriculum with breadth and balance, providing inclusive learning for all.

Attainment 
To encourage each individual to realise their full potential through the promotion and recognition of achievement.

Learning and Teaching
To promote the development of learning and teaching to ensure a quality curriculum which motivates children to become responsible learners. 

Ethos
To foster positive relationships between school, home and community by providing a welcoming environment and promoting an ethos of achievement and high expectations.

Support for pupils
To provide effective support which enables all young people to achieve their full potential.

Resources
To utilise resources effectively and support members of staff in the development of their skills and professionalism.

Management, leadership and quality assurance
To ensure, through effective leadership and direction, whole school participation in school self-evaluation, policy making and development planning.

Nursery Hours
Morning Sessions
· Monday to Friday mornings 8.30 – 11.40
Afternoon Sessions
· Monday to Friday afternoons 12.25 – 15.35

There will be core hours during which the children should be in nursery.

In the mornings the core hours will be 8.50 – 11.20 and in the afternoons the core times will be 12.45 -3.15 

Please let us know if your child is ill or will be absent for any reason.  The school telephone number is 0131-271 4585 and the office will be happy to pass on a message or put you in touch with the Nursery staff.  You may be contacted by the school office if there are any unexplained or prolonged absences.  Please ensure that your child’s name is marked off on the register on entering and leaving every day.  We are required to keep accurate records of attendance.

We have a waiting list, so please make good use of your child’s place.  Poor attendance may mean that the place would be better used by someone else.
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Nursery Charges - Snack
Milk is provided free to Nursery children but a small charge of £2.00 per week is made for snack.  This can be paid to the nursery staff each Monday or monthly, termly, annually in advance.  Cheques should be made payable to Danderhall Nursery.
Clothing
[image: image2.wmf]Please make it easy for your child to go to the toilet.  Dungarees or tight jeans are difficult.  Elasticated waists are much easier.  The children should wear working clothes as they are likely to get dirty and stained at activities such as painting and water play.  If they are afraid of getting dirty they may hold back and miss valuable experiences.  Please name your child’s clothes.

Unfortunately we do not have the necessary resources to provide dry clothes for children who need to be changed.  Please provide gym shoes and a full change of clothing for your child to bring to nursery each day.  The Nursery will provide a bag for them to be stored in.

The Nursery has its own sweatshirt.  Sweatshirts can be purchased from EESL, Unit 19, Castlebrae Business Centre, Peffer Place, Edinburgh (0131 621 7222) or online at www.eeslschools.com 
Health
If your child is ill, or feeling unwell he/she is usually much happier at home than in the busy Nursery.

[image: image3.wmf]If there is an accident, simple first aid is applied in school.  If a doctor is required we will contact you first, therefore it is vital that you update us with any changes of telephone number, address or emergency contact number.

Please let us know if your child has any infectious illness including diarrhoea.  Children should be clear of sickness and diarrhoea for 48 hours before returning to nursery.

Settling In
[image: image4.wmf]Groups of new children are enrolled gradually to enable us to settle everyone happily into the Nursery routine.  The child’s initial period in Nursery is extremely important and his or her needs will vary according to personality and past experience.  It will be necessary for you to stay with your child initially.  The staff will discuss with you when they think it is appropriate for you to leave your child in the Nursery.  This may only be for short periods at first.  It is helpful if your child has had the routine explained - who will bring him/her, what time he/she will be collected, who will be in the Nursery etc.

We are lucky to have areas in the nursery where you are welcome to wait (and have a cup of coffee!) while your child is settling in.  This provides somewhere for you to go for short periods while your child becomes more confident in his/her new surroundings.

Please try to be punctual when collecting your child because being collected late can be quite alarming.

If someone other than normal is collecting your child from Nursery please inform the staff.  Children may only be collected by an adult, ie someone over 16 years.

Planning

The nursery curriculum is planned for and delivered within current National Guidelines.  Through observation, the staff assesses each child’s stage of development and how they may best be helped to learn and develop.  Staff will then plan appropriate activities and experiences for the children.  To be responsive to children’s needs planning takes place on a termly, weekly and daily basis.  Please feel free to discuss any particular interest your child may have so that, where appropriate, this can be built into the nursery day.

The Nursery Day

The room is carefully structured to allow the children to select freely from a range of activities, which provide opportunities for extending their individual experiences.  

Each day most of the following will be on offer -

Water
[image: image5.wmf]Water play involves many opportunities for learning.  Mathematical ideas such as more, less, full and empty can be explored.  Scientific ideas such as flow, levels and temperature are also involved.  The equipment is changed frequently to allow for the children’s interests and development.  Colouring, ice or bubbles may be added for extra interest.

Water play involves the senses and is an area where language and discussion skills can be developed.
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The sand (wet and dry) is often the source of rich, imaginative play where a great deal of co-operation with others can occur.  Maths, language and science skills are similar to those developed through water play.

Sewing
This may involve threading or sewing to create a pattern or design.  Threading may involve colour, counting and sequencing.  Activities provided here involve fine motor control.

Books/Storytime
[image: image7.wmf]A book corner is available within the room where the children can enjoy books alone or with friends.  A regular storytime is held involving the whole group - a book is read and then displayed in the room for re-reading if the children so wish.  Storytime is also an opportunity for sharing songs, finger rhymes and poetry.  Children learn to listen in a group situation - an important skill when 
transferring to school.

Baking/Snack

[image: image8.wmf]Children are provided with a healthy snack in line with current National Guidelines and healthy eating will be discussed at this time.  We bake frequently with each group in the Nursery.  This involves the children in an activity rich in language.  Mathematical experiences are involved in weighing and time, all of the senses are used and hygiene is stressed.  The result of the baking session is usually eaten at snack time.
Apart from baking, snack usually consists of fruit, cheese and crackers or sandwiches.  Milk or water is available in jugs on the table.  Snack is a time for much social training - taking turns, eating nicely, good manners, clearing up etc and should be a social occasion for those involved

NB Please tell us if your child has any allergies to food or drinks.

Gluing
Children often spend long periods of time here.  The boxes are organised according to shape to allow the children to select what they need.  Different sizes of paper are provided plus an assortment of materials for use in model making.  Work here develops manual control.  Children learn about shape, size, texture and design.

Painting
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This involves the use and appreciation of colour.  Much brushwork requires fine manipulative skills.  Remember, using paint is an experience in itself, not a means to an end.

Woodwork
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Throughout the year a woodwork bench and tools may be available to children.  This allows the children to develop motor skills and to develop an understanding of safety.  This area is always closely supervised by a member of staff. 

Home Corner
This is an important area for imaginative play.  It is rich in language and through group play of this sort, children develop social skills.  Other opportunities for imaginative play - hospital, shop, dentist - may also be available within the room.

Construction
The construction kits encourage imagination, dexterity and problem solving.  The material is organised to allow pieces to be found as easily as possible and this often involves sorting.  Large and small bricks are available introducing ideas such as longer, shorter, too big, too small as well as balance and stability.  Figures, vehicles and playmats are also used to extend play.

[image: image11.wmf]Music
Children are encouraged to sing and dance.  The instruments and tape recorder allow the children to make, as well as listen to, music.

Drawing
[image: image12.wmf]Pencils, pens and paper are always available.  It is through drawing that children will gain the manual control which will allow them to write.  Through talking and describing their drawings, early story writing develops.

Outdoor Play
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The playground is structured to provide opportunities for all kinds of play.

The equipment is used to provide opportunities for -
Imaginative Play   -  The children can create buses, trains, a house, a den

Physical Play        -   Opportunities exist for climbing, balancing, jumping,

                                running and ball skills

Social Play           -   Complex group games can often develop on large equipment and in   

the spaces round about.  The children learn to share and co-operate with one another.

Our ‘work’ in the Nursery reflects the seasons and the interests of the children at the time.  Displays, books and activities are provided to support and enhance the topics involved.

Nursery is a place for fun, where we learn by playing and doing.

Sun Cream
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During the summer children spend a lot of time outside in the nursery garden.  As Nursery staff are unable to put sun cream on children it is important that sun cream is applied before they come to nursery and that they wear appropriate clothing to prevent them being burned. 

Profiles and Parent Meetings
The Nursery staff gradually build up a profile of your child’s interests and development.  You will be given the opportunity to discuss these profiles and your child’s progress at various times throughout the year.  However, if you have any problems or issues you wish to discuss with us, please do not hesitate to speak to us at any time.  

Can you help?
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Parents and friends are welcome in the Nursery at any time and we like to have a rota for those able to help on a regular basis.  Parents on duty often help with activities which require more adult intervention.  Another grown up in the Nursery means more discussion, more stories read and more help available when required.  Remember - Dads can help as much as Mums!

Not everyone can help in this way.  We often ask for assistance in kind i.e. junk for gluing etc.  Watch the notice board for further requests!  You may also be willing to read books or have expertise on a particular topic.  Parent helpers are also vital when we go on a visit.

Policies and Guidelines

The Authority and the school have a number of policies and guidelines including Child Protection, Health and Safety, Equal Opportunities, Anti Bullying and Infection Control.  If you would like any further information please contact the school.

Care Inspectorate
The work of the nursery is regularly reviewed by Care Inspectorate.  If you have any concerns which we have been unable to answer, you may contact SCSWIS directly.  Telephone number 0845 600 9527 or www.careinspectorate.com
We hope that this booklet is helpful.  It is intended to answer some of the ‘most asked’ questions we receive.  There will be questions and concerns you have which relate to your particular situation - please don’t hesitate to ask and we will help if we can.

A CHILD




IF a child lives with criticism




    he learns to condemn




IF a child lives with hostility




    he learns to fight




IF a child lives with ridicule





    he learns to be shy




BUT if a child lives with encouragement




    he learns confidence




IF a child lives with tolerance




    he learns to be patient




IF a child lives with praise




    he learns to appreciate




IF a child lives with forgiveness




    he learns justice




IF a child lives with security




    he learns to have faith




IF a child lives with acceptance and friendship




    he learns to find love in the world
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