
Meet the Teacher 

 Get to know your child’s teacher! The perfect 

opportunity to get answers to questions that you 

may have and to understand more about the class 

routines is on Wednesday 12th September. This is 

when we will be holding a ‘Meet the Teacher’ 

session.  

 

The evening will begin at 6pm 

in the gym hall where I will take the opportunity to 

formally introduce myself and get to know you and 

what your wishes are for the children in our school.   

Our teachers will be helping prepare our children 

for the ‘Meet the Teacher’ evening. This will be an 

opportunity for them to take on leadership roles 

and present to you information that you need to 

know about their school life!  

Welcome to the new school term! As you will already be aware my name is Stephanie Gilhooly and I am 

delighted to be your new Head teacher. Over the summer I have been learning about our community of 

Danderhall and I look forward to getting to know all pupils, parents and carers of our school 

community. I will regularly be around and about in the playground so please come and have a chat! 
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The Pupil Council have drafted a new Home 

Learning Policy. It has been considered by 

pupils, staff and the Parent Council. We look 

forward to having a new, effective Home 

Learning Policy in place this session which will 

support pupils' progress and celebrate the 

wider achievement of our children. 

Neighbourhood Plan 

Thank you to all those parents who have 

signed up to the ParentPay system.  If you 

need any help or advice with the sign up 

process, please contact the school office.  

ParentPay is easy-to-use and will offer you the 

freedom to make online payments whenever 

and wherever you like, 24/7.   

At the Parent Council meeting on Monday 3rd 

September I will be showing you the Neighbourhood 

plan that has been created by Midlothian Council. This 

report explores the opportunities and amenities which 

are available in the local area for residents of 

Danderhall to access. 

Pupil Council 

The Parent Council’s first meeting of the new school year 

will be held on Monday 3rd September at 6pm in the 

library.  

Please come along if you can. The staff really appreciate 

your support in helping us make a difference to the lives 

of our pupils at school and beyond and the Parent Council 

is one way in which you can contribute. 

Teas, coffees and cakes will be waiting for you!  

Staff 
Welcome to our new members of staff. In P5/6 we have Miss Grant, our probationer teacher. In the nursery 

joining us we have new Childcare Development Workers; Mrs Lyon, Mrs Macaulay and Mrs Welsh. We are delighted 

to have you with us. P.E. will continue to be taught by our specialist teacher Mrs Blacklaws, and Music by Miss 

O’Connor. Mrs Barratt continues in her role of Support for Learning Teacher. We welcome Miss Asut back from 

maternity leave. In addition, we have an excellent team of learning assistants who support the children in the 

playground and across the school. Our helpful office staff, Miss Burness and Mrs Scott, will be happy to answer 

any queries you might have.  

Already I have been made to feel very welcome by all staff. I would like to thank them all for their kindness, 

support as I continue to learn more about the school community.  

@DanderhallPS 

Parent Council 

ParentPay 



Diary Dates - Please keep! 
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Child Protection 

All staff are trained in the implementation of 

Child Protection Guidelines that apply to all 

schools.  Training is undertaken every three years.  

Any parents or carers with concerns about child 

protection issues should speak to Miss Gilhooly or 

Mrs Mouat. 

 

 

Attendance 

0131 271 4585 

Thank you to those families who are contacting us on the day that 

pupils are absent.  Please continue to do this before 8.45.am.  

Unexplained absences will be followed up by the school, via text 

message, to the main contact mobile number and in some cases  

this may involve the Children and Families Service. 

Please ensure that the school always has up to date contact details  

for emergency purposes. 

In order to prevent the spread of infection, please remember that 

pupils who are absent due to vomiting or diarrhoea should not return 

to school until they have been clear of symptoms for 48 hours. 

Below are a list of some the dates of events 

that have been organised for the coming months. 

August 
28th P1 Reading Meeting (9.00am) 

 

September 
3rd  P6 Camp Meeting (5.00pm) 

3rd Parent Council (6.00pm) 

12th Meet the Teacher (6.00pm) 

 

October 
8th  P6 Camp  

12th  All break for October holiday 

22nd In-service Day (school closed to pupils) 

23rd  Pupils return to school 

24th Parent’s Evening 4pm—7pm 

25th Parent’s Evening 4pm—7pm 

 

Effective Contributors    Successful Learners 

Confident Individuals    Responsible Citizens 

All children achieve more when the learning 

environment is suited to their learning needs. As a 

staff we are engaging in further research to 

continue to support our children in making positive 

choices.  

I would like a sample group of parents to get 

involved with us! This would involve some reading 

and follow up discussions at a time convenient for 

you. The Parent Council will also be involved in the 

discussions around the new Behaviour Policy and 

updates regarding our progress will be given. This is 

a fantastic opportunity for you to have your say and 

bring the Behaviour Policy of Danderhall up to date 

in line with current research.  

Behaviour Policy 
 Take a look at 

what we are reading! 

Our class teachers are currently in 

discussion about the after school clubs that 

they will be offering our pupils.  

More details will be given out to you once the 

clubs have been finalised. Please keep an eye 

out for this information and get signed up as 

soon as possible to avoid disappointment as 

spaces will be limited. 

 

As you can see the cabins for the nursery are currently being installed in 

the playground area. I can assure you that plans are in place to ensure the 

safety of all pupils at all times during the school day. When I have more 

information regarding the progress of the works then I will communicate 

this with you. 

 

It will not be long now before the works for the new school begin. When I 

have more detailed timescales of what will be happening this information 

will be passed to you. In the meantime I am very excited about planning 

our involvement with our children in the new build and will be looking for 

parents/carers and community members to join us in preparing for our new 

community school. 

Works in the Nursery and Our 

New Community School 


