
Welcome to the June newsletter. This is my first newsletter as Acting Head Teacher, a post I commenced on 11th 

May 2020 when Mrs Campbell began her maternity leave. Miss Clarke is now Acting Depute Head Teacher, 

whilst continuing to support the leaners and families in her P1 class on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

Miss Clarke has responsibility for the Early Years and is heavily supporting the transition of our new P1 learners.  

 

I want to start by once again saying a massive congratulations to you all. In extremely challenging times, our 

families are demonstrating resilience, kindness and care. We miss you all and it is a pleasure to hear from you, 

whether through Seesaw messages, emails, phone conversations or doorstep conversations! It has been lovely 

to see some of the wonderful family activities and creative learning opportunities you are engaging in. Please 

remember that learning does not just take place in front of a screen, and all the activities you are doing as a 

family will be benefitting your child immensely, whether it be cooking, gardening, helping around the house, 

creative craft projects or going out for your daily exercise. For those of you who are managing to engage with 

some of the distance learning set, we hope you are finding this helpful. I have been overwhelmed by the 

support we have received as a school from our families and local community. I am so looking forward to seeing 

you all again soon.  

I want to take this opportunity to recognise the hard work of each and every member of our staff team. I am so 

proud of our staff who are working tirelessly to support our learners and their families in these unprecedented 

times. So much of our job relies on social interactions with children and parents, and yet they have adapted to 

the demands of remote working and distance learning. I can’t thank each individual in person but to give you a 

flavour of the work we are undertaking, our teachers are providing excellent learning opportunities on Seesaw 

and Google Classrooms, giving feedback and support and responding to messages from children and parents on 

a daily basis; we are also delivering lunches and other resources to a huge number of families as well as 

providing outreach support for some of our pupils, the feedback from which has been overwhelmingly positive. 

We also have a number of staff providing learning and pastoral care in the Woodburn Hub which offers 

childcare for the children of keyworkers.  

It is challenging to communicate with you just now, but thank goodness for technology! We are sharing 

information via the free school app which almost all our families now have, and on our website - 

https://danderhall.mgfl.net . We also encourage you to keep in touch with your child’s class teacher on Seesaw. 

We are all doing our best to support you at this difficult time. Remember, if you need to speak to us you can 

contact your child’s teacher on Seesaw or email the school on Danderhall.PS@midlothian.gov.uk. 
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Plans are underway to support those pupils starting P1 or S1 in 

August. As you will be aware from the letter issued by Midlothian 

Council last Friday we will be inviting all new P1 pupils into school 

for a session in the last week of term (week beginning 22nd June 

2020) to meet their new teachers and see their classroom 

environment, as well as take part in transition activities. This will be 

supported by staff from our ELC who will be familiar to many of our 

new P1 pupils. Invitations will shortly follow to let you know 

dates/times and arrangements. Please note, this is subject to 

Government guidance, careful risk assessment and strict health and 

hygiene protocols. Almost all our new P1 parents are signed up to 

Seesaw, following visits made by staff to each parent to welcome 

them and deliver information packs.  

 

Similarly, we will be inviting our P7 pupils into school to say goodbye 

to friends and teachers. These sessions will be in small groups, as 

per the guidance. We are delighted to be able to offer these 

sessions as a support to those pupils moving to the next stage of 

their education. This is only part of the plans to support our P7 – S1 

transition and, as previously shared, more information is available 

on the Dalkeith High School Website. 

https://dalkeith.mgfl.net/moving-from-p7-to-s1-at-dalkeith-high-

school/ 

If you are new to our school, or just 

want to refresh your memory after 

being away from school for so long, 

you can take our virtual tour! 

https://www.thinglink.com/card/132

2124348550545410 

This is also available on our website, 

and School App. Thank you to all staff 

and pupils who contributed to make 

this an engaging and informative 

tour.  

Teachers have been working hard to 

prepare end of year reports for each 

child. Your child’s end of year report 

will be shared on Seesaw on Friday 

12th June. For any parents not 

connected the report will be 

posted/delivered.  

This means you may not receive it at 

the same time as those able to 

access Seesaw. To get connected on 

Seesaw, email us on: 

Danderhall.PS@midlothian.gov.uk. 

Of course, all of our pupils will be making a transition to a new class. We are also planning for how best to 

support our learners with this change, given that our usual ‘Meet the Teacher’ events cannot happen. 

 More information to follow shortly on how we will be supporting this virtually!
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We have shared on Seesaw information about your child’s class and teacher for next year. The identified 

teacher for each class is as follows. 

P1A Mrs Russell P5 To be confirmed/Mrs 
Shaw 

P1B Miss Farrell P5/6 Miss Kersh 

P1/2 To be confirmed / 
Miss Clarke

P6 To be confirmed

P2 Mrs Willis P6/7 Mr Halliday

P3A Miss Chaudry P7 Mr Cole

P3B Miss Cummings It is likely that staff will work flexibly and closely in 
stage teams to best support our learners in August, 
with learners benefitting from the opportunity to 

work with different adults.

P4A Miss Renton

P4B Miss Brien

These are the planned class arrangements for Session 2020-21. If there are any changes or updates to this we 

will let you know as soon as possible. I know that many of you will be wondering and perhaps worrying about 

what school will be like for your children in August, but please be assured that we are working on plans for 

next session, at local authority and school level. It will be necessary to think creatively about how we organise 

and structure things to maximise learning opportunities for our pupils. We will keep you informed in a timely 

manner and look forward to welcoming our learners back into school. 

Stay safe. 

As previously shared, Mrs Campbell welcomed her baby, Georgia, into the world recently and is doing very 

well! We were delighted to hear this wonderful news. Congratulations are due to Mr Rankin-Clemments 

following the exciting news that he is going to be adopting a little boy in the very near future. Mr Rankin 

Clemments will be taking Adoption Leave shortly – more information to follow. 

I am delighted to let you know that Mr Cole, Miss Cummings and Miss Farrell will be staying with us next 

session at Danderhall. Miss Farrell joins us as a permanent member of staff. Miss Cummings will be covering 

Miss Wood’s maternity leave, and teaching full time in school next session and Mr Cole will be covering Mr 

Rankin-Clemments’ adoption leave. We are sad to be losing Mrs Reeves and Miss Hall, but delighted that 

they have secured jobs in Midlothian so are not going far! We wish them well in their new jobs and in the 

future.  We are very pleased to be welcoming Mrs Willis back to Danderhall later this month.  

We will also be welcoming three new members of teaching staff into the school in August and will share their 

names with you as soon as possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


